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Dear Ms. Coleman:

SUBJECT: Comments on Electronic Or Electromechanical Facsimile
Definition

As legislators in the State of Montana, we understand and respect Tribal
and Indian Gaming Commission (NIGC) jurisdiction over Class 1l Gambling. In
the State of Montana, however, a large number of electronic gambling devices
referred to as Class Il are now in play on several reservations, which machines in
every rational respect appear to be - and are being played by customers as —
Class Il gambling devices.

These alleged “Class 1I” devices are in truth nothing more than slot
machines and, in fact that is how they are being advertised. This is in clear
violation of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA), which plainly states that
Class Il gaming does not include electronic or electromechanical facsimiles of
any game of chance or slot machines of any kind.

Apparently, because the NIGC has not acted to rein in such practices,
some tribal operators have been emboldened to stretch the "Bingo” latitude even
wider. The Blackfeet have opened a casino near Browning, Montana, where
they are currently offering the house banked game of blackjack and advertising
they will also offer craps, roulette, and baccarat. This is being done without a
compact with the State of Montana, and apparently based on the Blackfeet's
argument that these games are a form of bingo.



The ramifications for Montana are immense. There are nearly 2000 non-tribal
operators in Montana, in business since 1989, who are limited to poker, keno and
bingo—in live or electronic forms. They are limited to 20 machines per
establishment and have maximum $800 payouts. Already the Tribes enjoy
sizeable advantages with numbers of machines allowed and payouts.

Non-tribal operators have not complained of these disadvantages.
However, if they are now forced — because of a lack of clarity in NIGC's "Bingo"
rules - to compete with tribal mega-casinos offering "wide open" gambling, then
surely, and justifiably, they will seek to find an economic balance by proposing
legislation to "ratchet" up to or near the level of gambling the Tribes are offering.

Thus, because of an exploited loophole in the Commission's bingo rules,
Montana could end up with the wide-open gambling its' citizens have long
opposed.

We respectfully urge you to expeditiously close these loopholes by
adopting your bingo rules as proposed. Currently, in Montana, they are being
exploited to the point of meaninglessness.

Chairman, Montana
Gaming Advisory Council,
& Montana State Representative



Montana’s only REAL Casino

Blackjack, Craps, Poker,

J:?é":'(:"}!’\ Roulette, Baccarat,
- Rl = S High Stakes Bingo
—

Sy

Full Service Bar

Shuttle Bus Service
From Your Area




The Honor of your presence is requested
At the

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION

g \
Q “NEW” GILACIER PEAKS CASINO

BROWNING. MONTANA
Montana’s Only “Las Vegas” Style Casino

Friday September 29, 2006
The Festivities Start at 5:00 pm

Come see the World Famous

“FLYING ELVI”

Parachuting Elvis Impersonators

Featured in the hit movie “Honevmoon i Las Vieeas”

Free Gifts (While they I, Gourmet Food, Libation and
Gaming all night long, Live Craps, Roulette, Poker, Blackjack,
Baccarat, True High Stakes Bingo and Real Slots

Munt be 18 vears of age 1o artend





